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Our drama curriculum promotes a passion for performance and a foundation in emotional 
intelligence, to challenge learners in all aspects of the subject. The curriculum is designed to 

ensure pupils’ engage in a range of forms, genres and techniques required to succeed in further 
learning and future careers in performing arts, but to also develop perspective and empathy in 

supporting the school vision of creating well-rounded members of society.

TERM YEAR 7 YEA 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11

1 • Routines, Rules and 
Expectations

• Greek Theatre
• Greek Chorus
• Narration
• Thrust Staging
• Linear Structure
• Slow Motion
• Freeze Frames

• Victorian Theatre
• Proscenium Arch 

Staging and Directions
• Realistic Set Design
• Book Adaptations
• Pantomime
• Features of 

Melodrama
• Exaggeration
• Costume Design

• Features of Berkoff’s Total 
Theatre

• Mime
• SPECS
• Episodic Structure
• Montage
• Cross-Cutting
• Exaggeration

• Introduction to the 
Course

• Course Expectations
• Dramatic Devices
• Structure
• Character
• Working with Stimuli
• Mini Devised Project

• Final Devised Project – 
Theme set by Exam 
Board

• Begin Live Theatre 
Evaluation Preparation

• Supporting Written 
Evidence and 
Evaluation of Devised 
Piece

2 • Ancient Roman 
Theatre

• In the Round Staging
• Action Narration
• Freytag’s Pyramid
• Medieval Theatre
• Split Staging
• Commedia Dell’arte
• Character
• Improvisation

• Features of Artaud’s 
Theatre of Cruelty

• Senses in Theatre
• Non-linear Structure
• Soundscapes
• Sound Design
• Actor-Audience 

Relationships
• Direct Address
• Character Interaction

• Features of Kent’s Verbatim 
Theatre

• Political Theatre – Current 
Affairs

• Thought Track
• Flashback and Flash Forward
• Role of a  Playwright
• Scripts – Language, Subtext 

and Physical Demands
• Character Motivation
• Cultural Content

• Genre
• Features of 

Stanislavski’s 
Naturalism

• Comparison of 
Theatre Practitioners 
and their impact on 
Modern Theatre

• An Inspector Calls 
Study

• Practical Exploration of 
Scripted Performance

• Preparation for 
Written Exam

• Practical Performance 
of Scripted Text

• An Inspector Calls 
Study

3 • Elizabethan/Renaissan
ce Theatre

• Roles of a Playwright
• Thrust Staging at The 

Globe
• Historical Context
• Monologues
• Features of Comedy
• Features of Tragedy
• Scripts – Language, 

Subtext and Physical 
Demands

• Features of Brecht’s Epic 
Theatre

• Social Context
• Breaking the 4th Wall
• Cyclical Structure
• Asides
• Multi-Role
• Thought Track
• Lighting and Technical 

Design

• Features of Physical Theatre
- Le Coq
- Complicite
- Frantic Assembly
- Gecko Theatre 
and their impacts on the Style

• 7 States of Tension
• Traverse Staging
• Devising Techniques

• Mini Scripted 
Performance
- Rehearsed
- Costumed
- Technical Elements 
Included
- Audience Present

• Preparation for 
Written Exam

• Recapping Key 
Knowledge for 
Written Exam

• Final Written 
Examination
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